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Tom spent his winters in our community and served faithfully
as a Lector at OLMC. During his time with us, he was an active
and dedicated member of our Council. He was one of our
skilled grillers at the Lenten Fish Dinners, a reliable chef at
our pancake breakfasts, and a willing helper at countless
other events. His steady presence, good humor, and
generous spirit made a real difference. He will be deeply
missed by his brother Knights and all who served alongside
him.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Tom Marko

Thomas C. Marko, age 83, passed away on June 19, 2026 He was born July 6, 1942 and

grew up in East Syracuse, New York.

He survived by his wife of 45 years and love of his life, Rosemarie “Ree”’; his beloved

sons and daughters-in-law, Matthew and Carrie, Richard and Breianna and four
grandchildren

3

Tom graduated from LeMoyne College with a BBA degree, majoring in accounting. He
graduated from the US Navy OCS in 1963 and spent the next 3 years serving on the USS
Pocono, and in Vietnam, reaching the rank of Lieutenant.

Tom worked for Carrier Corporation in Syracuse, New York for 32 years and retired as
Director of Finance, Commercial Division in 1999.

After retirement, Tom volunteered for many organizations, including spiritual care at
Saint Joseph’s Hospital. He was an active member of the Knights of Columbus in
Sarasota, Florida, where he lived for many years. A very spiritual person, he was
involved in many church activities at Saint Mary’s (Minoa), All Saints (Syracuse), and Our
Lady of Mount Carmel (Sarasota).
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N
2 KorC & Chaplin's

Y@V Commentary

SK Fr Anthony Armstrong O.Carm

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”" — Psalm 33:12

This Fourth of July, the United States of America turned 250 years old. A quarter of a millennium. It is a milestone that calls every
American — and especially every Catholic man — not merely to celebrate, but to reflect. Because freedom, rightly understood,

is not a political achievement. It is a spiritual one.

The Founders understood this, even imperfectly. When they wrote of rights that are "unalienable," they were reaching, however
haltingly, toward a truth the Church has always proclaimed: that human dignity is not granted by government but by God. Every
man is made in the image of God — and it is from that divine image that true liberty flows. Two hundred and fifty years later, the
task of every Knight of Columbus is to remind a forgetful nation of that fact.

The four pillars that guide every Brother Knight — Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism — are not merely organizational
values. They are the blueprint for what authentic American freedom, ordered toward God, actually looks like.

Charity calls the Knight to see his neighbor not as an outsider, but as a soul for whom Christ died. A free nation that forgets
charity becomes a nation of isolated individuals. Charity is what breathes life into liberty, transforming it from license into love.
Unity reminds the Knight that freedom is not won alone. None of us alone is as good as all of us together. The great experiment
of American democracy only endures when its citizens are bound by something deeper than politics — bound, ultimately, by
their shared dignity as children of God.

Fraternity is the heart of the Knights. The goal of the Knights was to involve Catholic men in an organization that would bring
them together to serve others, providing them a way to remain active in their parishes, all the while connecting them more
closely to their Catholic faith. A nation of brothers does not abandon its vulnerable. It protects them, as we are all called to do in

our time and place.

ﬁ,ﬁtriotism, the Fourth Degree virtue, is perhaps most alive on July 4th. This degree is intended to foster the spirit of patriotism
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Chaplins Comments (cont.)

to gather your families for a simple act that embodies all four pillars at once: organize a neighborhood service project
in the morning (Charity), share a meal together in the afternoon (Fraternity and Unity), and close the evening with a
prayer or rosary for the nation (Patriotism).

A Grace for Independence Day

Heavenly Father, on this 250th anniversary of our nation's founding, we give You thanks for the gift of liberty —

a gift that finds its fullness only in You. Strengthen our Charity, that we may serve the least among us. Deepen

our Unity, that we may be one people under Your providence. Renew our Fraternity, so that no Brother Knight stands
alone. And inflame our Patriotism, that we may be bold witnesses of faith in the public square, building a nation

worthy of the freedom You have given.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, pray for us. Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us. Amen.
A final question to reflect on:

What does it mean to you to be simultaneously a Catholic, a Knight, and an American— and are those three identities

in harmony or in tension in how you live your daily life?

.6
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SK Mark House PGK
The Cajun and the Snake

Lecturers Minute

Boudreaux been fish'n down by de bayou all day an he done run out:
nightMotivationcrawlers. He be bout reddy to leave when he seen a snake
wit a big frog in his mout. He knowed dat dem big bass fish like frogs sc

he decided to steal dat froggie.

Dat snake, he be a
moccasin so he had
get bit. He snuk up
grabbed him real
snake din't lak dat
wrapped hisself roun
get hisself free. But
good grip on his haid,

Well, Boudreaux
got de frog and puts
Boudreaux knows

cotton moufed wate!
to be real careful or he'c
behine de snake anc
quick roun de haid. Dat ole
one bit. He squirmed anc
Boudreaux's arm try'n tc
Boudreaux, him, had a rea
yeh.

pried his mout open anc
it in his baitcan. Now
dat he cain't let go da

snhake or his gonna bite him good, but he had a plan. He reach into de bacl
pocket of his bib overhauls and pulls out a pint a moonshine likker.

He pour some draps into de snakes mout.

Well, dat snake’s eyeballs roll back in his haid and his body go limp. Wit da
Boudreaux toss’s dat snake into de bayou. den he goes back to fishin.

A while later Boudreaux dun feel sumpin tappin on his barefoot toe. He
slowly look down and dare dat water mocassin was wit two frogs in his



Why are priests called "Father"?

Priests have been addressed as "Father" since ancient times.The term
emphasizes spiritual generation and family relationships.When referring
to a priest as "Father", we are referring to his function as spiritual leader
and shepherd which he emphasizes in union with Jesus as priest.

To live in the midst of the world without wishing its pleasures, to be a
member of each family, yet belonging to none, to share all sufferings, to
penetrate all secrets, to heal all wounds,to go from men to God and offer
him their prayers, to return from God to men, to bring pardon and hope,
to have a heart of fire for charity, and a heart of bronze for chastity, to
teach and to pardon, console, and bless always.....that is the life!

The priests parish is his spiritual family, and like a natural father,he must
guide, protect, nourish and raise it up according to the dictates of the
faith.

It is this shepherding role that a priest is a Father.

8 Answersto requently sked uestion about Catholics

are derived and edited from "The Catholicism Answer Book"
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July-August Events
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After each Mass

Menu
Breakfast Sandwiches:
Sausage-Egg-Cheese
Ham-Egg-Cheese
AND
Hashbrowns
Coffee

Orange Juice

Kidg
eat
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July 2026
Ibs
Food Collected 19555

5
Fori s 20
ﬁg{'m Value !

Bags handed out -Aug 1/2
Bags collected -Aug 8/9
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Council Members are urged to attend Mass in honor of
13 Blessed Michael McGivney at 8AM ThursdayAugust 13
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aternal Communion Brunc

August 30, Noon

$31
Prepay Lou or Althea Nag
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Your council salutes you for being named Knight of the
Month ...a recognized honor given to a brother whose
contributions to his council have gone above and beyond

Bob Adderly Harold Jackson
Knight of the Month Knight of the Month

hank You!

Charity * Unity ¥ Fraternity * Patriotism
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July 27 Benjamin Rusco
28 Leon Alvarez
29 John Martin
29 Philip Polizzi Jr
Aug 01 John Begley
08 Francis Earl Hebert
18 Dennis lzzo
20 Mike Ochoa
21 Ed Regan

23 Sam Moorman
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Gerard Bernard
Financial Secretary

Worthy Brothers:
Annual Dues for the Fiscal Year July 1st 2026 - June 30th, 2027 are due by July 30th.

Dues payments show your commitment to our Council’s goals and allow us to share
in the good works of the Order.

This year the Council approved raising the member dues to $50.00.

You can pay by mailing a check for your Membership Dues made out to Knights of
Columbus Council 15821 and send your check to Rob Wucki 14561 Cypress Wood Ct
Nokomis, FL 34275, or, give the dues to the Grand Knight at the next meeting, or,
drop off the dues at the council mailbox at church.

If you are unable to pay your dues for financial reasons, please contact me.

This is a blanket mailing and some of you have already paid your dues so please
disregard the above if you have already paid!

OPO—~0Z VOO
OPO—~0Z VOC

Fraternally,

Gerard
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Funeral Mass Ushers As Needed Mike Weisenbach 703-966-0550
Immokalee Food Drive Monthly Mike Ochoa 941-928-4124
Immokalee Food Drivers Monthly Mike Monville 813-309-0558
Hurricane Support Team As needed Mike Monville 813-309-0558
K of C Membership Drive Always John Caneveri 941-441-5242
Knights Breakfast Team Monthly Bruce Crisman 941-232-8450
Knights Breakfast Setup Monthly Terry Leary 619-861-3634
Hall Setup for meetings As needed Joey DiBartolomeo  609-432-9700
Hall Setup for Funerals As needed Joey DiBartolomeo  608-432-9700
Newsletter Articles Monthly Tom McDermitt 248-345-2875

Venice Print Center

. Shop Shop Shop
Knightsgear Suncoast Venice Print

29 Double click “Shop” on yellow button to quickly access relevant website


https://Knightsgear.com
https://Knightsgear.com
https://www.suncoastengravingawards.com
https://www.suncoastengravingawards.com
https://veniceprintcenter.com
https://veniceprintcenter.com

Council 15821 Members Elected as 1818 Officers

Faithful Navigator Faithful Captain
SK Anthony Hopfinger PGK 1818 News SK Darwin Reeck

Sir Knight Tony Hopfinger will serve as Assembly 1818’ s Faithful Navigator and Sir Knight
Darwin Reeck will serve as the Assembly’ s Faithful Captain.

On Wednesday, July 8 we will participate in the “No Veteran Forgotten” ceremony at
Sarasota National Cemetery. This event takes place every month in honor of the veterans
who were interred in the previous month who had no family in attendance at the burial. This
event is open to everyone so please join us at 8:45am at the funeral staging area.

e Thursday, July 16 is our monthly meeting, beginning at 5:30 with the Rosary, followed by &
meal and the meeting.

e July 19 will be a Fraternal Communion at OLPH at 11:15 for Sir Knights and significant
others.

e Anyone who is interested in becoming a 4 th Degree Knight should see Joe Frech for details
and help with the application process.

23
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IGrand Knight

Chaplin

Deputy Grand Knight

Chancellor/Programs

Financial Secretary

Treasurer

Advocate

Recorder

Inside Guard

Outside Guard

Warden

Lecturer

1Yr Trustee

2Yr Trustee

3 Year Trustee

Rob Wucki

Fr Anthony Armstrong

Terry Leary

Joe Frech
Gerard Bernard
Randy Brown
Tom McDermitt
John Calkins
Mike Sellner
Lou Nagy

Mike LaVecchia

Mark House PGK

Ron Balaze PGK
A J Magliolo PGK

Chuck Donelson PGK

c262-646-0855

w941-966-0807

c619-851-3634

c/03-505-3153

c561-308-3918

c319-830-6336

c248-345-2875

c248-672-7085

c/24-996-5802

c516-835-4273

c631-478-2831

c970-444-5090

c810-610-2801

c727-642-4917

c561-353-8774

rwucki@comecast.net
aarmstrong@olmc-osprey.org
tleary3b@gmail.com
Frech.).1959@¢gmail.com
gabernard2000@yahoo.com
randybrown614@gmail.com
tommcdermitt@gmail.com
jcalkins61@gmail.com
mikesellner4d0@gmail.com
lounagy51@gmail.com
mjlavecchia36@gmail.com
its2Zmwh@gmail.com
balaze2231@comcast.net
ajmagliolo@yahoo.com

oachuck@gmail.com

N

2

&

Supreme

Visit
Supreme
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State

Visit
State

Double click “Visit” on green button to open website

OLMC

Visit
OLMC
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https://www.kofc.org
https://www.kofc.org
https://www.floridakofc.org
https://www.floridakofc.org
https://www.olmc-osprey.org
https://www.olmc-osprey.org
https://floridakofc.org
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As 1 step into the role of publisher for our Council’s monthly newsletter,

15821 * July 2026

I want to express my sincere
gratitude to Rob for his mentorship to a '""newbie" publisher. Rob pioneered the newsletter format we use
today, and through his creativity and commitment, our council earned Second Place among all Knights of
Columbus council newsletters in the State of Florida—a remarkable achievement that speaks to the high
standard he set

. Following someone who has raised the bar so high is both an honor and a challenge, and I hope, with the
continued support and contributions of our council members, to maintain and build upon the quality and
excellence that Rob established. Together, I am confident we can continue producing a newsletter that

reflects the strength, unity, and charitable spirit of our council.

Late Breaking!

Bishop Aguero visits OLMC!
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